Minehead and District Choral Society

Musical Director Report May 2025 

Mr Chairman, Committee and Members of the Society. 
Wow – what a year! It is a whole team effort to organise rehearsals, plan concerts and pull off what has been in both cases, some exceptional performances. The shared hard graft of the rehearsals and the joy and exhilaration of the concerts really bond us tighter in our shared love of singing and making music together. 

Our Christmas concert gave us the challenge of the Rutter Magnificat, a work which I made the executive decision to abridge and omit a couple of the movements. This considerably reduced the stress of rehearsal and allowed us to enjoy producing a quality performance. On the night, the best rendition we had done, which I was very pleased with. I particularly enjoyed the Navidad Neustra, bringing a different timbre with the accompaniment by our south American friends on guitar and flute, complementing the organ and piano. The use of occasional additional instruments to alter the texture of the musical accompaniment has proven very effective and we will look to continue this approach as appropriate. This work also gave us some different music stylistically, lyrical and melodic and extended our repertoire. 

Our Spring Concert was a thrilling triumph. I appreciated all the hard work that had gone into rehearsals, and also the members’ faith in me that it would sound magnificent once we had the whole choir, soloists and orchestra assembled. The Rossini Stabat Mater was absolutely thrilling, super choral moments, incredible soloists and the orchestra rising to the occasion. I still get goose bumps reliving the concert and was really pleased to see all your faces as I greeted you off stage. It was a lot to live up to in the second half, but we pulled off a superb performance of the Mozart Requiem. Unity made a recording on her iPhone and it is really impressive, huge well done to us all. 

Yet again, we manage to bat above our weight, and produce professional, high quality concerts with very limited means. I really appreciated David’s carefully worded plea for support. Most people don’t realise how much concerts of this calibre cost to put on, the sensitive way in which David set out the costs of the soloists and professional orchestra obviously struck a chord as we received some very generous donations, and our treasure was a lot happier at the end than she might have been. We can’t rest on our laurels, however and we need to be mindful of costs, as well as maintaining the joy of being together, having fun and enjoying the pride we feel when we achieve such great height. 

We are very open to suggestions for future programmes. Our repertoire committee will meet to discuss appropriate works / accompaniment and consider logistics and costs. 
Potential concert plans:

Autumn 2025     Saturday November 29th     Chilcott 'On Christmas Night', Jerry Rubin, Rutter Carols    
 
Spring 2026       Saturday March 28th            Lloyd Webber / Les Miserables

Autumn 2026     Saturday November 28th     Jenkins Armed Man, Vivaldi Gloria 

Spring 2027				Durufle Requiem, Stainer Crucifixion 

Autumn 2027				Messiah
